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THE FLOWERING DOGWOOQOD

M. A. (Kim) Powell, Extension Horticultural Specialist

Among the early spring-flowering trees, the of 20 to 30 feet with a low, broad head and
dogwoodCornus floridg is regarded by tiers of horizontal branches, the dogwood is
most North Carolinians as unrivaled in considered a “well-behaved” tree — and
attractiveness either inits natural woodland requires very little maintenance.
habitat or in cultivated landscape gardens.
This small ornamental tree offers landscape When planting dogwoods be certain to
interest for all seasons, beginning with its  provide good drainage. The most favorable
floral display in spring and followed by soil is moist, fertile loam slightly acid to
pleasant greenfoliage (casting a light shade) neutral (pH 5.5 to 6). The addition of peat or
in summer. Fall in North Carolina is leaf-mold improves nearly all soils for the
enhanced by the brilliant show of red, dogwood. A 3- to 4-inch layer of organic
orange and scarlet foliage along with the mulch, replenished occasionally, is beneficial
bright red fruit borne in small clusters. In  as it keeps soil moist near the surface where
winter, button shaped buds are prominent the roots are most active, discourages weeds
onthetips of the twigs. Theinterestingbark from growing, and most of all, offers
texture and branches help create an protection to the trunk from mowers and
excellentwinter silhouette. other equipment. The optimum transplanting
time is fall and winter. It is helpful to
Landscape Use— Dogwoods have a root-prune dogwood a season before
variety of landscape uses. With the year- transplanting. However, trees grown in
round interest, dogwoods are excellentfor containers are transplanted throughout the
specimen or accent plantings around the year. Nursery-grown trees that have been
terrace or patio. Often a combination of root-pruned and grown in full sunlight are far
rhododendrons, azaleas and dogwoods superior to those transplanted from the
planted in araised bed creates an interestingwoods. In most cases, their cost is well
natural landscape feature. Dogwoods make justified by quicker recovery after
excellentunderstory trees in a semi-shaded transplanting and better shaped branches.
area and are also now being used in
conjunction with typical foundation plantings ~ After planting, and during the first few
and groundcovers in large beds around years of establishment, the most important
abuilding. cultural aspect is to provide ample water
during dry stressful periods. Dogwoods
Culture —Dogwoods are easily grownin are also susceptible to a very serious
lawn and garden areas all across the state,insect pest which can lead to general
adapting themselves to various exposures decline of the tree. The dogwoodborer
and soiltypes. Generally growingtoaheight larvae is mainly a problem to trees which
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